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Chip Spence — Commodore 

It's August and the year is just flying by.  It sure seems like the club is 

making huge steps forward.  Has anyone noticed the cabinets 

surrounding the kegerator?  If not, that is exactly as it should be.  Just 

blend into the woodwork.  Take note this weekend. Thank you Mark 

and Julie.  

 

The annex suite has been cleaned up, and painted.  We still have a few 

items to complete like rewiring light switches and adding a hand 

rail.  As of right now there are 2 storage units left for rent.  Contact Jim 

Robertson if you are interested in a climate controlled, alarmed 3x8 ft 

lockable spot.  The cost is $60.  Thanks go to Jim and his crew for the 

touch up, clean up and paint.  

 

September 20 will be the annual auction.  Since we have the room in 

the annex, you can begin bringing in your items after the Navy Regatta 

event.   

 

The nominating committee is in full swing.  If you are interested in a 

position on the board, please contact Andy, Harry, Ed, Kerry K, or 

Brenda Spence for information.  You must have 1 year of tenure in the 

club to be eligible.   

 

And lastly, stay turned for "Murder on Maui", a theatrical presentation 

brought to you by the non screen actor gilded talent of BYC.  Contact 

Lori Stoner for tickets, seating will be limited so act quickly.  

 

See ya on the water 

 

Chip 

      Bay Yacht Club      P.O. Box 404     555. S. Shoreline Suite 100   Corpus Christi, Texas 78401     361-356-7156 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/auth/login?why=pw&next=apps%2Fprofile%2FprofilePage%3Fid%3D40216249
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/mapandwidgets.htm
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    Vice Commodore’s Report 

Hat’s off and thanks to Kerry Kaldenbach, Jim Whitworth, Gary Potts, Chris Colley and Rudy 
Mirchovic who pitched in on Saturday August 2 to clean up and paint the annex.  I anticipated we 
would only get the “ham” room and hallway finished but this awesome group of BYC club members 
pushed on and finished the front training room also.  They kept your VC busy fetching more paint 
and other supplies, which I assume was their ploy to keep me occupied and out of the way while they 
finished their job.  It worked!    
 
The annex isn’t finished but it was certainly ready for the Navy Regatta party on Friday August 8.   In 
the planning stages for this area: rework the light circuits to put switches in logical places and add 
lighting in the storage area hallway, add a hand rail at the steps from the entertainment room to the 
annex, finish out the training room, set up the Ham radio area, add a bookshelf and some badly 
needed decorations to brighten up the walls.  For security, all hands please remember that the door 
on Shoreline is the primary way in and out of the club.  The door from the new training room to Park 
Avenue and the door from the hall to the common area bathrooms are to be unlocked only from 
inside the club and must remain locked unless in use.  Sensors on these doors to detect an “open” 
condition are armed when the security alarm by the front door is activated. 
  
Speaking about security – have you ever set the master alarm at the front door and then 
remembered one more thing you have to do before you leave?  The alarm count-down is ticking. You 
cannot turn it off at the panel.  Can you rush to finish your task and beat the clock?  If the panel 
activates while you are in the room the motion sensors detect you , the alarm sounds and the 
monitoring service receives an intruder alert.   What to do?   The correct response is to exit the club, 
closing the front door completely and then swipe your key fob against the door sensor.  That will turn 
off the alarm panel.  You may then enter the club, complete your task and exit normally.    
  
Jim Robertson 
Vice Commodore 

Rear Commodores Report 

The Membership Committee has met and will be proposing Bylaws changes at the Annual Fall 
meeting.  The details will be circulated by email prior to the meeting, and the committee will be happy 
to answer questions.  Please plan to attend and vote on the changes that will be proposed as the 
Bylaws pertains to new Membership, and the procedures to become a member.  
  
Special thanks to Jo Ann Robertson, Cathy Colley, Jerry Vaughn, Joe Blair, and Steve Indrelunas for 
their wisdom in preparing the proposed changes.  
  
We have added 20 new members to our roster this year so far.  Give yourself a big pat on the back for 
your part in attracting new members to our Club.  
  
Cheers, 
Walt 
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Racing 

BYC Race 6 is Saturday August 16th.  Contact Rick Bell or Doug Weakly for more info.   
 
If you have a boat and need crew or want to crew and need a boat give them a shout as 
well at racing@bayyachtclub.org 
 

On Saturday, August 23rd, the BYC will host a murder OOPS! I mean a fundraiser!!  A fundraiser 
for HAAL, the Hawaiian Association of Authentic Leis. 
 
For a mere $10 donation you will be treated to a Hawaiian dinner, appetizers and a show.  If you 
haven’t purchased tickets yet, don’t worry; you can reserve your tickets by sending an email to Lori 
Stoner at lstoner@swbell.net 
 
Ticket sales must be limited because of seating capacity.  Please reserve your tickets no later than 

Thursday, August 14th.   Reserved tickets may be picked up at Will Call and remaining seats will be 

sold at the ticket office before the show. 

Come mingle with our famous and wannabe famous characters: 

Harold Logan – owner of the Pineapple Haven Hotel 

Bambi Bianca – ex-con turned mud wrestler 

Stella Capwell – extremely wealthy ex-wife 

Donny Wo - smarmy lounge singer 

Thomas Magnus – handsome but somewhat goofy private eye 

Abigail Wiggins – author, psychic and expert on island voodoo 

Social 

mailto:lstoner@swbell.net
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From The Cruise Dude  

Bastille Day Cruise 

 
The Bastille was successfully stormed on July 12 with approximately 30 BYC members in 
attendance either by land or sea.   Unfortunately your Cruise Dude, being under the 
weather, missed the event but received intelligence from his not so secret agent, Kathy 
Oler.  Also, unfortunately, the Cruise Dude does not have an up to date list of boat names 
for the club members, but his best guess at the names of the boats that made the trip is: 
Honkey VooDoo, Independence, Live Free, La Vie Dansante, Endless Summer, 
Windswept, Windsong, Bazinga, and Doug Weakley (boat name?) and Mandy and James 
Rose (sorry, about the missing boat name, but the intelligence source advised that it was 
the first cruise for James and the boys!).  So, for the boat names missed or messed up, 
please send the Cruise Dude an email so he doesn’t embarrass himself again. 
 
Kathy, along with others, advised that the weather and pot luck were good, Larry Joe was 
present to entertain, and the mosquitoes were absent.  It was also understood that other 
than a balky outboard engine, no one had any adventures on the cruise.  It appears that 
either everyone has worked the kinks out of their boats and sailing or they are 
consciously trying to keep the Cruise Dude in the dark in order to prevent him from 
having entertaining things to put in this column. 
 
Our next cruise is scheduled for Labor Day weekend, starting August 30.  The 
destination is Red Fish Marina in Aransas Pass.  Red Fish Marina has 40 ft. slips with 30 
amp service and 50 ft. slips with 50 amp service.  While the Marina advised they had 
only 2 permanent boats in their marina, as always, it would be a good idea to call and 
make a reservation:  361-758-9000.  The Marina was also warned that the BYC would be 
having at least 40 people Saturday evening for dinner at Redfish Willie’s restaurant (so 
please don’t embarrass the Cruise Dude by not showing up).  Redfish Willie’s menu is on
-line on the Marina’s web site. 
 
Note:  Based upon prior years’ experiences, it is highly recommended that everyone 
bring a barrel of deet to keep the mosquitoes at bay. 
 
As always, the cruise is WX dependent and Labor Day weekend is pretty much at the 
height of the Texas hurricane season [Galveston’s all time biggie was on September 8, 
1900 and Corpus’s biggie (other than Celia) was on September 14, 1919] so keep an eye 
on the weather. 
 
Cruise Dude 
 



P a g e  5  B Y C   B o w s p r i t  2 0 1 4  

Education 

Please join us on Saturday, Aug 23rd at 10:00 am in the BYC clubhouse to hear Bill Strawn, USCG 
Auxiliary Vessel Examiner.  Bill will present a 15 - 30 minute talk on the US Coast Guards' vessel 
safety examinations (VSEs) for compliance with federal and state regulations.   
 
Attendees can sign up for a courtesy VSE; not a “gotcha” exam, but a courtesy safety check of your 
vessel and safety equipment.  Vessels that successfully pass the exam will  be awarded an annual 
decal for display.  The decal shows USCG and state boating officials that the vessel is in compliance 
with safety regulations and may result in fewer boardings by law enforcement officials to inspect 
safety requirements. 

From the Dinner Belles 

As usual, July was a month of great eating at the BYC. The social committee did a bang up 
job for the fourth of July. New members Teri and Jason Labbe' entertained us with his 
famous jambalaya on the 19th, and Mandy and James Rose made fabulous pulled pork 
sandwiches on the 26th. Thank you cooks. Also, as usual, there are still many opportunities 
to cook for the club. Contact Jenny, Theresa, or Cynthia for information or catch us at the 
club. 
 
The Dinner Belles 

Sunfish Group 

So far there have been two occasions to 

come on down and learn to sail the club 

sunfish.  If you weren’t able to make it and 

would like the opportunity to head down 

and play a while give Neil Gallagher a 

shout! 
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Guest Writers Corner 

AL’S BLUE WATER RULES, #3, 4 and 5 

We took our departure due east at the Palm Beach sea buoy, aboard the pink catamaran Con 

Amour; the Gulf Stream at three knots would lift us clear of the Bahamas bank.  Navigation was dead 

reckoning between noon sights, taken with a Plath sextant.  We estimated San Juan in seven to ten 

sailing days.   

The first two days were a whole sail breeze, a close reach in gentle two to three foot seas.  

(After the Intracoastal grounding, Marilyn was restricted to daylight watches!)  Around noon the 

second day, Marilyn stepped forward with the galley bucket and took a garbage shower.)  Clearing 

the northern Bahamas, the fetch increased dramatically and we soon were on a hard beat in four foot 

seas. (Well named!  Going to windward in seas starts like a fun fight with hard pillows, but becomes 

unending tedium in short order.)    

 We also needed to gain southing; soon close hauled as we encountered south east trade 

winds.  Then pinching!  We were on a fixed six week schedule to Antigua and back, and with no deep 

keel we were doing well to the east, but not so much south.  Ed, the skipper, began to fret and about 

the fourth day while resting in my bunk, I suddenly heard the diesel fire up.  Ed had decided to help 

nature a bit.  This he continued to do as needed to get the required southing.   Meanwhile: pound, 

pound, pound into increasing seas. 

 We were barely able to get south enough to see the north light at Grand Turk at sunset; that 

night the seas calmed.  About 3am at the helm, motor sailing, I was watching the sea plankton glow 

when I started hearing voices, faint murmurs coming from the waters, like quiet conversations heard 

across the room, not quite distinct.  The mind does amazing things in quiet solitude.  It expects to 

hear voices, creates what it expects.  

 Finally, we were north of Puerto Rico, about 50 miles, on the morning of the tenth day, 

expecting soon to turn south.  It was nearly calm.  We noticed behind us a large power cruiser 

coming up fast.  He roared up to us, cut power, drifted alongside of us, a little longer than our 45 feet 

and the skipper leaned out from the upper cockpit.  He yelled, “WHICH WAY TO PUERTO RICO?!”  

We pointed and he roared off to the south. 

 We turned south that afternoon in a dead calm and motored to San Juan.  A quarter mile off 

the harbor entrance, Ed ran out of fuel.  There we sat utterly becalmed.    Which was bad enough, but 

around 6pm a Navy squadron of four destroyers and an attack submarine, out playing hide and seek 

all day, pulled up behind us a quarter mile and shut down.  We had the harbor blocked!   After 

another hour or so, the Coast Guard sent out a small boat and they towed us into the harbor most 

ingloriously to the nearest fuel dock. 

RULE # 3: Check first and throw garbage with your back to the wind. 

RULE # 4: Expect voices at night after a week of blue water sailing.  Do not listen to 

them!   Enjoy the light show, instead. 

RULE # 5: (Sail by existing conditions, not by the calendar.  Schedule pressures lead to 
dumb mistakes, like running out of fuel.  (The Navy did not appreciate their little 

enforced rest stop just outside San Juan harbor.) 



 

 

mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org for information about advertising. 

And Now A Word From Our Sponsors 
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Look who is wearing a Bay Yacht Club Attire!    We have many sizes in stock.  

Flag Shirts  

 X-small, Small, Medium, Large and X-Large -  $44.75 includes sales tax    

 2XL and 3XL - $49.29 also includes sales tax.    

We also have a new line of shirts for the ladies and Tilley Hats 

Contact John Huddleston for more information.   

 



 

 

Member Items For Sale 

Looking to unload some of those precious items that you no longer need? 

  We can help.  Send a message to bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org   and we will list your item for sale.   

Ad must be renewed monthly  (but you’ll have sold it by then so it won’t be necessary). 

 

Delta 35 anchor (used twice) recommended for 35 to 45 ft boat.  Price new is $301 (w/tax) @ WM, 

asking $150    Mark 575-650-7547 
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